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Sport: Hello, it's Wayne

By Hunter Davies: First published in the New Statesman

Young Rooney has been fairly good at ringing me, writes Hunter Davies.  

When Wayne rings me from the England coach after a game, or from his hotel room in Baden-Baden, 
I have this image of all the players sitting like school kids doing their homework. They speak with one 
hand over their mouths so no one can overhear. When writing, they have one arm over the page, so 
no one can copy. If they get desperate and can't think of what to say, they'll ask the person in the next 
seat or desk: "Come on, I helped you, I'm stuck, how much have you done, creep." "Oh no, not fair, 
that's cheating." I did give Wayne, on his departure to Germany, an ever-so-artistic little notebook, 
pretty cover, not cheap, and a list of about 20 topics and questions to address each day, plus 
instructions to collect any leaflets for his scrapbook. I did this for many years with my own children 
when they went off on school camps. Wayne did smile, when I handed it over, and said he would try 
to fill it in.. 
 
I am pretty confident that he has not written a bleedin' word, nor even opened the notebook, but he 
has been fairly good at ringing me. The trouble is, because he has been The Story for so many 
weeks, a lot of the stuff he tells me for his book has been getting into the papers a few days later. And 
probably into other people's books. There are at least five players working on their autobiographies at 
this World Cup. Rio Ferdinand and Ashley Cole are doing books for Headline; Frank Lampard and 
Wayne for HarperCollins; Stevie Gerrard for Bantam. There may be others I don't know about.  
 
Unlike World Cups of the past, there has been a noticeable absence of first-person diaries by any of 
England's players in the newspapers. Every national paper used to have one, even when they were 
rubbish. I'd imagined it was because the players didn't need the money any more. They are so well 
paid, plus doing an official autobiography can make them a million, so why bother speaking to some 
sweaty tabloid sub. It turns out that Sven has put his little foot down. He sent each player a letter 
saying that he did not want them writing or contributing to any first-person articles during the World 
Cup. (The only person who appears to have technically transgressed is Michael Owen - not in a 
paper, but by allowing his name to be used on a blog.)  
 
Come the end of the World Cup, there will be a rush, not just for the best book, but to publish quickly. 
At the moment, touch wood, pencils sharpened, Wayne Rooney's book will be out first - just two and a 
half weeks after the end of the World Cup, which is when the last chapter will be written. This is 
incredible, in publishing terms, for a hardback book. Let me see, using all fingers, plus metatarsals, I 
have done 40 books in my long-legged career and on average it has taken a publisher nine months to 
get a book out. That's because of all the editing, legal checks, pictures, fitting in with PR, marketing 
and sales schedules, plus general faffing around.  
 
My next book, for example - not the Wayne book, but my own autobiography, out in August, hurry, 
hurry - will have taken a year from writing the last word to appearing in print. Just shows what 
publishers can do when there's a lot of money at stake. I often wonder what ordinary publishing 
editors think of all this. They are ever so well educated and hard-working, but badly paid, yet they are 
sloshing around millions on footballers and other celebs who are already rich, knocking themselves 
out to make things work, and on time. It's the modern world, innit.....THE END 

 

 

 



 
WE THOUGHT YOU WOULD LIKE TO KNOW 

CPI, Europe’s leading provider of print-on-demand services for book publishers has outgrown its 
UK print-on-demand facilities and is expanding by making a significant investment of over £1million in 
their team and infrastructure to support their business expansion in this product area.  This investment 
is the first stage in CPI’s print-on-demand investment plan, recently approved by the CPI Board. It will 
more than double their print-on-demand capacity in the UK and is coupled with a move to new 
premises with over 20,000 sq ft, giving them further room to grow.   

CPI is able to provide book publishers with a complete range of the highest quality print-on-demand 
related services including: ▪Scanning and file preparation; ▪Soft and hardcover 
production; ▪Monochrome and colour books; ▪EDI links with their warehouses, distributors, and 
wholesalers; ▪Direct to consumer fulfillment; ▪Backlist and out-of-print title assessment to evaluate 
what titles may be worth putting into print on demand. 

As a brief summary their books are printed on either 80gsm ultra-white 12.5 volume paper or off-white 
80gsm 18 volume bookwove. All papers are FSC registered and paperback covers are printed on 
single side coated 240 gsm board. They also offer gloss lamination on  book covers and are able to 
print four colour photographs and illustrations etc on the inside pages up to 1200dpi with standard 
black-and-white monochrome printing at 600dpi. They also do hard backs. 

CPI have decided to keep their facility in Eastbourne in order to continue their excellent close 
relationship with Gardner's Books who will continue to collect from them every four hours. The 
expansion of CPI is great news for the UK print-on-demand industry as a whole and they can be 
contacted contacted either through their MD Bob Hunt at bob.hunt@antonyrowe.co.uk or UK Sales 
Manager Geoff Fisher on gfisher@cpi-group.co.uk or visit their website at www.cpi-
group.net/index.html. See also www.antonyrowe.co.uk for further details". 

NEWSFLASH 
  
We have finally got our automated unique pioneering book sizing and page calculation system live at 
our PUBLISH section and any ideas to improve it would be greatly appreciated: To visit our PUBLISH 
section please click here

FREE BLACKBERRY 8700

WRITERSWORLD have combined with the Interchange Group Plc to bring you the phenomenal offer 
of a free Blackberry 8700 Wireless HandheldTM, the most amazing electronic communication device 
ever invented, which makes it easy to stay connected while on the go. You get uncompromising 
email, browsing and voice performance in one thin, stylish, lightweight handheld with a full QWERTY 
keyboard. Sadly this offer can only apply to United Kingdom residents. (Please click here to contact 
our chosen Blackberry retailer)

WORDS TO THE WISE 

Whether you use WRITERSWORLD or any other print-on-demand company insist that when your 
book is published you have a direct account with the printer. This will cost you nothing and you will 
end up with 100% of the royalties and the ability to purchase copies of your books at cost. Yes, with 
WRITERSWORLD, you get 100% of the royalties on sales of your book! You will get exactly the same 
distribution rights as the print-on-demand publisher and a monthly e-mail letting you know what your 
sales are. With respect, do not leave your book in the hands of any print-on-demand book publisher 
and be dependent on the publisher to know what your sales and royalties are and allow them to profit 
from the sales of your book. Also insist that your book’s ISBN number is issued to you and your 
book’s imprint page reflects you as being the publisher. 

mailto:bob.hunt@antonyrowe.co.uk
mailto:gfisher@cpi-group.co.uk
http://www.cpi-group.net/index.html
http://www.cpi-group.net/index.html
http://www.antonyrowe.co.uk/
http://www.writersworld.co.uk/publish.asp?page=2
mailto:am@interchangegroup.com
mailto:am@interchangegroup.com


 
 
 
SUBSCRIPTIONS & LEGAL NOTICE 
Subscriptions to the WRITERSWORLD Newsletter are free and please distribute it freely. 

WRITERSWORLD - The leading book publisher in self-publishing, print on demand books and book 
reprints in the United Kingdom that also issues the books ISBN number in the author’s name, pays 
the author 100% of the royalties and supplies the author with copies of their books at print cost. 

www.writersworld.co.uk
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